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The Blessed One replied : "A word spoken in wrath
Is the sharpest sworcl ; covetousness is the deadliest
poison y passion Is the fiercest fire ; ignorance Is the
darkest night."                                                        3

The deva said : "Who gams the greatest benefit?
Who loses most? Which armor Is Invulnerable ? What
is the best weapon ? "                                               4

The Blessed One replied: "He is the greatest
gainer who gives to others, and he loses most who re-
ceives from others without giving a compensation.
Patience Is an Invulnerable armor ; wisdom Is the best
weapon."                                                                           f>

The deva said : "Who is the most dangerous thief?
What Is the most precious treasure? Who is most suc-
cessful In .taking away by violence not only on earth, but
also in heaven? What Is the securest treasure-trove? "i;

The Blessed One replied: "Evil thought Is the most
dangerous thief; virtue Is the most precious treasure.
The soul can take away by violence not only on earth,
but also in heaven, and immortality is its securest
treasure-trove."                                                        7

The deva said : "What is attractive? What Is dis-
gusting? What is the most horrible pain? What Is
the greatest enjoyment?"                                         8

The Blessed One replied: "Good Is attractive;
evil Is disgusting. A bad conscience Is the most tor-
menting pain; deliverance is the height of bliss." !l

The deva asked : "What causes ruin In the world?
What breaks off friendships ? What Is the most vio-
lent fever? Who is the best physician ? "                m

The Blessed One replied : " Ignorance causes the
ruin of the world. Envy and selfishness break off friend-
ships. Hatred is the most violent fever, and Buddha
is the best physician."                                               -0-